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NEWS RELEASE

First District Congressional Candidate Walt Minnick
Kicks-off 19-County Listening Tour

(BOISE) – Long-time Idaho businessman Walt Minnick announced today that he has
kicked off a six-week, 19-county tour with meetings with local business, education and
community leaders.

Minnick stressed that the tour is about listening, not campaigning.

“I’m excited about the opportunity to talk to voters about the need for change in this
country. To win in November requires understanding the struggles of Idaho’s families, no
matter what political party, throughout the district.  We are setting out to listen to as
broad a range of local folks as possible.”

The first two stops were on Friday, January 4th in Idaho City and Emmett respectively.
On January 9, Minnick will head to Bonner, Boundary, Shoshone and Kootenai Counties
for a three-day tour.

Minnick will face two other challengers in the May 27, 2008 Democratic primary, and
the winner will most likely take on freshman Republican Congressman Bill Sali in
November.

Idaho’s first Congressional district runs from the Nevada border to the Canadian border
and includes Adams, Boise, Benewah, Bonner, Boundary, Canyon, Clearwater, Gem,
Idaho, Kootenai, Latah, Lewis, Nez Perce, Owyhee, Payette, Shoshone, Valley and
Washington counties, as well as part of Ada County.

About Walt
Born in Walla Walla, Washington, Walt has lived in Idaho since 1974. An avid outdoorsman, Walt
was known for his success as CEO of forest product company TJ International in providing jobs
while protecting Idaho’s backcountry. Walt was a co-founder and currently serves on the Board of
the Idaho Business Coalition for Education Excellence, a large group of Idaho corporate CEO’s
dedicated to improving education in the state. He recently retired as CEO of SummerWinds
Garden Centers, Inc., the 10th largest independent garden center company in the United States.
He is married to former Boise TV newscaster, A.K. Lienhart-Minnick. Walt has four children and
one granddaughter. For a detailed biography and more information, please visit
www.waltforcongress.org.


