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An Urgent Message From U.S. Congressman Bill Sali: 

We must secure the borders - without amnesty - and make 
English the !poken language of the United States of America 

I am writing to you to discuss one of the most pressing issues facing our country today 
and to ask for your feedback. We must act immediately to secure our nation's borders, fix our 
broken immigration system and make English the spoken language of our country. 

---'-~~-'-- -~closed you will- fiilda special-"LegISlative Opinion Ballot" for yout·o fill out and' 
return so that I will know your opinion about my plan to fix our broken immigration system and 
to make English our country's spoken language. 

First, let me discuss my proposal regarding the need for spoken English. Our country is 
increasingly becoming a nation divided by language. I believe that English should be our 
official language, and I am co-sponsoring legislation, H.R. 997, to declare English our official 
language, require the official functions of the government to be conducted in English and set a 
uniform English language testing standard for those who wish to become naturalized U.S. 
citizens. 

English truly is the language of success throughout the world. When people understand 
English, they are more likely to enjoy the full economic security and opportunity that this 
nation has to offer. Those who can't speak English are more likely to earn less, depend more 
on taxpayer services and be isolated from other members of the community. 

. . 

As part of a broader package to secure our nation's borders - without granting amnesty 
I'm working on a proposal that would help make English the spoken language of the United 
States. That plan is still coming together, but here's one idea: If a person comes to this country 
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conversational English and show knowledge of American history and civics. I think that would 
go a long way toward ending the looming problem ofhaving two Americas - one for people 
who can read and speak English and one for those who cannot. 

Please let me know what you think of this idea by filling out the "Legislative Opinion
 
Ballot" enclosed in this envelope.
 

I recognize that while this issue is extremely important, it is only part of the solution to 
America's immigration problems. But I also believe that dealing with illegal immigration is an 
issue that the American people are demanding that Congress address honestly and quickly. 

It was clear to me that the voice of the American people was heard overwhelmingly by 
the U.S. Senate last summer. The message was "no amnesty." That voice was so loud that 
legislation that would have granted amnesty for illegal immigrants was halted. That bill, the 
"Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act,'~ S. 1639, would have provided amnesty and almost 
instant legal status for 12-20 million illegal immigrants. 
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That kind of amnesty, when combined with borders that are not secure, would have 
exponentially increased the already unconscionable burden on hard-working American citizens 
as well as legal immigrants who have played by the rules. Because Congress has not taken the 
steps necessary to secure our borders, it is estimated that more than 700,000 illegal immigrants 
cross our borders each year. Because current immigration laws are not being enforced, 12 to 
20 million illegal aliens remain in the U.S., shifting huge costs onto American taxpayers to 
fund education, health care and other services. 

Though I did not like the Senate bill, I also recognize that its defeat was no solution 
either. All of the problems arising from illegal immigration continue. So, I have resolved to 
try and move our nation's immigration policy forward in a way that addresses the real problems 
that have been ignored for far too long. 

A lot of senators and others worked very hard on the defeated Senate bill. 
Unfortunately, on the heels of that defeat, it seems Congressional leaders are resigned to just 
forget about solvin.g the immigration problem altogether. 

I don't believe America wants us to give up, and I have been working hard so that won't 
happen! Congress must act on true immigration reform legislation. As it does, I will work to 
ensure that the following principles are followed: 

Secure the borders: Our borders and ports must be secured immediately. Our immigration 
laws, policies and practices must strengthen, not diminish, the security of our country and its 
economic well-being. As a start, increased security at our borders must include the complete 
construction of the fence along our southern border, which Congress· authorized last year. 
Effectively protecting our borders is essential to improving our national security as well as 
reducing the economic and social costs that illegal immigration is imposing on our society. 

Make English the official language: People are united around those things they have in 
common. Most basic to the unity of a country is unity of language. Anyone who desires to 
work in the United States must understand our common language, English, and the ideals and 
civic responsibilities that make our country and its people one. Those seeking the opportunities 
the U.S. offers must be responsible to learn English and also understand American history and 
CIVICS. 

No amnesty: Immigration to the United States is a privilege, not a right. Our immigration 
policy must enhance, not weaken, the rule of law. Amnesty is defined as rewarding people 
with the object of their crime - in this case, legal residence in the United States. This cannot be 
the policy of the United States, real or unintended. 

Increased enforcement: While illegal immigration is an obvious violation of our laws it is 
also a serious breach of our national security. On a number of occasions, gang members, drug 
cartel operatives and our terrorist enemies have sought to enter or remain in our country 
illegally. Terrorists, gang members and drug cartel operatives must be removed from the U.S. 
through more robust interior enforcement and deportation efforts. Illegal immigrants should 
be deported whenever their illegal status is discovered by any local, state or federal law 
enforcement officer. Period. 

Streamline Enforcement Agencies: The Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency 
must operate with the increased level of security that Americans deserve. One of the keys is 
use of technology to process data and make it available to local and state governments in order 



to enhance enforcement of immigration laws. Many illegal immigrants within the country 
came in legally, but have continued to stay long after their legal status expires. We must 
develop and support a far more efficient tracking system for those entering our country legally. 

Ensure American agriculture and other sectors have access to legal workers: Some 
industries, for example, those that are agriculture-related, rely on temporary workers. I am 
committed to ensuring that the U.S. has access to the temporary workers that its industries 
need. But, in the process, Idaho's agriculture employers should not be forced to serve as de 
facto immigration officers to check and re-check the legal status of their workers. Instead, 
employers must have a way to quickly and accurately verify a worker's status, and be relieved 
of the burden of enforcement. I want farmers to be out farming, not sitting in a pile of 
confusing government forms doing the work that we pay government agents to perform. 

Streamline the legal immigration process: The agencies entrusted with processing 
immigrant applications clearly need reform. America has an illegal immigration problem, in 
part, because -eur -government has not proper-ly handled legal immigration. Complicated forms 
and complex restri'ctions, lengthy processing times and burdensome red tape have made 
America's immigration system unworkable. Our immigration agencies are overburdened by the 
number of applications they receive today. I think increased use of technology is the answer. 

As Ronald Reagan said, "The truth is we've lost control of our border. No nation can do 
that and survive." He was right. We have to take the rule of law seriously if we expect to 
solve this problem. 

The officials in Washington, D.C. need to understand cl~arly how important this issue is 
to Idaho families. That is why I have written to you today and included a special "Legislative 
Opinion Ballot." This is a quick and easy way for you to let me know how you feel about the 
problem of illegal immigration. 

Could you take a moment right now to fill out the enclosed "Legislative Opinion 
Ballot?" 

Your quick response will help me show others in Congress where you stand on this 
important issue. Idaho citizens and legal immigrants work hard, pay their taxes and should not 
be forced to absorb the additional cost of illegal immigration. With your input, my colleagues 
in Congress uri]] understand jJJst bow important this iSS1Je is to the people of Idaho's 1st 
District. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 

P.S.: Please remember to mark and return the enclosed Legislative Opinion Ballot, and 
feel free to write me a brief note about your thoughts on this issue or any personal 
experiences about the importance of English as the nation's spoken language, 
controlling our borders and enforcing our immigration laws. I appreciate you 
taking the time to share your thoughts with me. 
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